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for string quartet, percussion & electronics 
 2021 
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Welcome to SERENITY 2.0 
 

This service offers: 
o total relaxation 
o euphoric stimulation 
o all of culture, all at once 
o the end of boredom 

 

How to play 
 
Instrumentation 
 
Violin I 
Violin II 
Viola 
Cello 

 
Percussion 

- Vibraphone (3 octaves) 

- Crotales (1 octave) 

- Kick drum 

- 4 wine bottles (different sizes) 

- Small cymbal 

- Cowbell 

- Brake drum 

- 2 ceramic bowls (different sizes) 

- 5 temple blocks 
 
Electronics (requires Logic Pro)  



Electronics 
 
The electronics consist of 22 prerecorded audio files that are triggered using Logic’s EXS24 sampler. The 22 triggers are each assigned a key from C3 – A4, 
with Trigger 1 starting at C3 and moving up chromatically (Trigger 2 at C♯, Trigger 3 at D and so on). The triggers can either be activated using a midi 
keyboard or with Logic’s virtual keyboard (press COMMAND+K to bring up). 

 
 In the score, the trigger notes are shown on a small staff above the electronics part: 
 

 
 

With the exception of Trigger 17 and 18, all of the triggers are ‘1shot’, meaning that the entire file will play when the note is pressed. With 17 and 18, 
however, the note must be held down for the whole file to play. This is indicated in the score: 
 

 
 

All triggers have a fixed velocity, meaning that they sound at the same volume regardless of how hard you press down the key. 
 

The electronics should be played out of two or more stereo speakers positioned either side of the ensemble, creating an equal balance between live and 
prerecorded sounds. If strings and/or percussion are amplified there should be an engineer on hand to adjust volume levels throughout the piece to 
maintain a balance. The ensemble way want to use in-ear monitors with click tracks for certain sections of the piece to help stay synchronised. 

 
For sake of clarity, the notation for the electronics part is mostly a simplified version of the actual prerecorded sounds, showing specific, important cues 
rather than every small detail.  



Percussion 
 
       other notes: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Percussion Key: 
 
 

 
 
 

 

RG (resonator gliss): slide the sticks (or the 
wooden end of the vibe mallets) quickly across 
the vibraphone resonators 

  + Dampen crotale resonance 

 
One-handed buzz roll 

 

Slide stick along the wine bottles with one quick 
motion, either up or down depending on the 
arrow 

Diamond noteheads during treble  
clef passages are crotale notes 

- Vibraphone motor off throughout 

- Vibes always played with soft mallets 

- Crotales always played with hard mallets 

- Unpitched perc. always played with sticks 



Strings 
 
ord. ordinario (normal manner of playing) 

 indicates a gradual change from one technique to another 

I. II. III. IV. Roman numerals indicate string numbers            
 

quartertone accidentals (from left to right): three-quartertones flat, quartertone flat, quartertone flat, quartertone sharp, 
quartertone sharp, three-quartertones sharp 

SP sul pont. 

ST sul tasto 

MST, flaut. molto sul tasto, flautando: bow a couple of inches over the fingerboard. Use light bow pressure and a very fast bow to create a 
hollow, flute-like sound 

 indicates heavy bow pressure, usually for a loud scratch tone with no pitch 

 indicates a move from normal bow pressure to heavy pressure, and vice versa 

 
triangular noteheads indicate the highest note on the string 

 

diamond noteheads indicate to finger a specified pitch lightly 



 
square noteheads indicate an unspecified or approximate pitch 

(damp) dampen any resonance by muting the strings with the L.H. 

 

scrape along the strings (i.e. towards the fingerboard) with heavy bow pressure to produce a croaky, pitchless noise. Always mute 
the strings with the L.H. 
  

 

crazy atonal improv: bow as fast and as chaotically as possible across all four strings while your L.H. plays random notes on the 
fingerboard. Always continue right up until the point indicated then stop abruptly, muting the strings if possible to dampen any 
resonance. 

 

slap the bottom of the fingerboard (the end furthest from you) with L.H. 

 

slap the top of the fingerboard (the end nearest to you) with L.H. 

 

slap the body of the instrument with L.H. 



 

slide L.H. up the fingerboard quickly (similar to the sound of changing chords on a guitar) 

 

slide L.H. down the fingerboard quickly 

 

vertical bounce: bounce the bow without any up- or down-bow motion, only vertical rebound (works best slightly over the 
fingerboard, played at the tip of the bow) 

 

stutter bow: start near the frog and bow as slow as possible in one direction using heavy bow pressure. The friction between the 
bow and string should create a jerky, stuttering effect, like a machine gun. 
 

 
 

Duration: 12’00” 
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